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Principal’s Message:   Spring has sprung and we look forward to the warm and sunny weather ahead.  The month 

of April is a busy one with lots of special events lined up.  As a staff, we continue to work hard to develop our 

understanding of math and how to develop students’ understanding of numeracy and effective strategies.  

Try this math game at home -  Go Fish 10 

Materials:  A standard deck of playing cards with the tens, jacks, queens and kings removed (the aces are used as ones) 
Group Size:  2 to 4 players 
 

1. Each player draws a card from the deck.  The player with the greatest number goes first.  Return the cards to the 

deck. 

2. Shuffle the cards, and deal 5 to each player. 

3. Spread out the remaining cards, face down, in the play area, to resemble “fish” in the “lake.” 

4. Players organize their cards, and look for pairs of cards that make 10.  If a player has been dealt a pair of cards 

that make 10, he shows the 2 cards to the other players, then places them, face down, in his own personal pile.  

He then picks up 2 more cards from the “lake” so that all players begin the game with 5 cards.   

5. Player 1 asks another player for a card she needs to make 10.  For example, if Player 1 has a 6 in her hand, she 

may ask another player for a 4.  If that player has a 4, he gives it to Player 1.  Player 1 shows her 10 pair to the 

other players, then places the pair in her personal pile.  If the player does not have a 4, Player 1 picks up a card 

from the “lake.”  If Player 1 can use the card to make a 10 pair, she shows the pair to the other players, then 

places the cards in her personal pile.  If Player 1 cannot use the card, she keeps the card in her hand. 

6. Player 2 takes a turn. 

7. Players continue to take turns until one player is out of cards.  The player with the most cards in his or her 

personal pile wins. 

Alternative:  For some children, 10 may be too large a number with which to work.  The same rules can be used to play 

Go Fish 6, using these cards:  aces, 2s, 3s, 4s, 5s.  You will need to add in extra 3s.   

Taken from: What to Look For – Understanding and Developing Student Thinking in Early Numeracy by Alex Lawson 

 

This month our character trait focus is empathy.  Empathy is the ability to understand and share the feelings of another.  

When we empathize, we are able to imagine what it would be like to be in that person’s situation.  We will be 

celebrating star students who exemplified the character trait of empathy at our PBS Assembly on April 29th @ 2:30 

p.m. in the gym.      

 

 

 



Upcoming Events: 
 

Autism Awareness and PBS Assembly:  April 2nd is Autism Awareness Day.  We invite all staff and students to wear blue 

to demonstrate their awareness and support of students with Autism.  On April 2nd at 12:10 p.m. we will also be holding 

our March PBS assembly in the gym.  All are welcome to attend. 

Pizza Days – A reminder that April 3rd and April 24th are Pizza Days. 

Pow Wow – Our junior division is off to the Lambton College Pow Wow on April 4th.  This will be a wonderful opportunity 

to continue developing staff and student learning and understanding of indigenous history and culture.   

P.A. Day -  Friday, April 5th is a Professional Activity Day for all staff.  There is no school for students on this day. 

Spring Pictures:  Lifetouch will be taking pictures of all students again on April 8th.  These pictures will be available for 

purchase as they were in the fall.  The school receives a dollar for each student picture taken (no purchase required). 

 
Church Service:  Our yearly church Easter service will take place the morning of April 9th.  Students who have parental 

permission will travel by bus to and from Guthrie Presbyterian Church.  Permission forms will be arriving home soon.  

Hot Dog Day:  A reminder that April 10th will be Hot Dog Day. 

 
Book Fair:  Our second Scholastic Book Fair of the school year will run from April 11th until April 16th in our Learning 
Commons.  The theme is Dino-o-matic.  Students will be able to purchase books during a class assigned time or during 
the first recess on these days.  A big thank you goes out to Mme. Hinz for organizing this event.  

Hat Day:  Students are encouraged to break out their hats and toonies.  On April 12th, students who pay $2.00 will be 

able to wear a chosen hat in school all day.  This is a Gr. 8 fundraiser.  All proceeds will go towards their Gr. 8 trip and 

graduation. 

 
Easter Cake Walk:  On April 17th, the Grade Eights will be holding an Easter Cake Walk to raise funds for their graduation 

trip.  Each Grade Eight will bring in a cake.  Students will then have the opportunity to purchase tickets to enter on draws 

for these cakes.    

Free Pasta Day:  April 17th will also be Free Pasta Day.  All students will receive a free pasta lunch.  Thank you to Meghan 

Campbell for organizing all of our free lunch days this year.  Thank you also to the many wonderful donors who have 

provided the funds to make these days possible.  It has been wonderful to have all students enjoy the benefits of these 

days.  

Good Friday and Easter Monday:  A reminder that April 19th and 22nd are holidays for staff and students.  We wish 

everyone a wonderful Easter. 

Jump Rope for Heart Kick Off Assembly:  April 15th will be our kick off assembly for our Jump Rope for Heart event.  The 

time is still to be determined.  Jump Rope for Heart raises money for the Heart and Stroke Foundation each year.  Our 

skipping team will be performing at this assembly and also travelling to other schools for their kick off assemblies on 

April 24th and 25th.  A huge thank you to Mme. Gray and Mrs. Chapman for organizing and supervising our skipping team. 

Popcorn for Sale:  The Gr. 8s will be selling popcorn as a fundraiser on April 26th.  Students can purchase one bag for 

$2.00 or two bags for $3.00. 



Spirit Day:  Our Student Leadership Team has set April 26th as Jersey Day.  Students and staff are encouraged to show 

their school spirit by wearing their favourite team jersey. 

 
April PBS Assembly:  Our April PBS assembly will take place on April 29th @ 2:30 p.m.  All are welcome to attend. 

 
Music Festival:  Our choir will be travelling to Sarnia to compete at the Music Festival on April 30th.  Students have been 

working hard to fine tune their performance and we wish them luck.  A big thank you goes out to Mme Pruys and Mrs. 

VanBilsen for leading our choir.   

 
EQAO Dates – May 21st  –  June 3rd, 2019:  If you have a child in grade 3 or 6, please try not to schedule any 
appointments during this time period. 
 
 

Reminders/Information for Parents: 
 

Meat Fundraiser:  Later this month, we are partnering with Lambton Meats for a spring fundraiser. Similar to the fall 

fundraiser, we will have several options of pepperettes, different BBQ options and a variety of meats available. We are 

thankful to Lambton Meats for working with us in our fundraising efforts.  Additional information will be arriving home 

shortly.   

2019 School Climate Survey:  Every voice counts.  We want students and parents/guardians to share your 
thoughts about our school climate and whether you consider our school to be a safe and welcoming 
environment.  The Lambton Kent District School Board is conducting a School Climate Survey April 1-12, 2019 
to gather input from students in Grades 4-12, parents/guardians and staff to inform program planning and 
support safe and inclusive school environments.  All students in Grades 4-12 will be invited to participate in 
the online survey during school hours. Any parent/guardian who does not wish for their child to participate 
should contact the school principal prior to April 1, 2019.  Parents/guardians: You are also invited to share 
your thoughts on the Parent/Guardian School Climate Survey from April 1-12. The link will be available on our 
school website on April 1.  Surveys will be anonymous and individualized results will be kept confidential; 
however, aggregated school and Board responses will be shared publicly (except in cases where individuals 
may be identified). It is expected the survey results will be publicly available in Fall 2019. More information 
about the School Climate Survey is available here: www.lkdsb.net/survey   
 
Absences:  A reminder to please call in to the office if your child is absent or late.  Messages can be left on the answering 

machine and are checked regularly.  Our Safe Schools policy requires us to contact every parent of children who are 

absent or late to make sure that they are safe.  If a parent cannot be reached, other contacts will then be contacted.  

This requires a great deal of time for our administrative assistant.  Your help to call in is appreciated. 

Kindergarten Registration:  It is not too late to register a student for Kindergarten.  If your child will be entering Junior 

Kindergarten this fall and you have not yet registered, please drop in or call the office to begin this process.   

Hope Alvinston Ministries Camps 2019:  Hope United Church runs a variety of summer camps right here in our local 

community.  We have pamphlets available in the office if interested.  Contact information is available at Facebook:  

Hope Alvinston Ministries, email: hopeunited@brktel.on.ca or phone: 519-898-2105. 

Bus Delay and Cancellations:  Information continues to be posted on the CLASS website at www.schoolbusinfo.com 
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